CaterIt Tutorial 1

CaterIt1.mdb & CaterDB.mdb

Virtually every professionally developed Access database application is built on a "Split" structure.  That is, it has a Front-End (FE) and a Back-End (BE).  The BE holds all (or most) of the tables and the table relationships.  The FE holds the queries, forms, report, and code, that is, everything EXCEPT the tables.  Then the tables are linked from the BE into the FE.

This first tutorial is designed to show you the process of creating tables and relationships in the Back-End and how to link them into the Front-End.  Check the files: CaterDB Done.mdb and CaterIt1Done.mdb for the completed files.
1. Create a New Access database and call it Cateritdb.mdb
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2. Create the tables as outlined in the Cater-It Program Scope Document.

a. Choose the Tables tab and click New.  Choose Design View. 
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b) Add the Customer table with table information
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Note: the above illustrates representative field properties, but is not comprehensive.  All fields must be created as outlined in the Cater-It Program Scope Document.

c.  Create the other tables in the list as specified.


tblOrders

tblOrderDetails

tblItems
Some notable field property examples:
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Remember:  Remove the Default Value from ALL of your foreign keys!

Create the Relationships as specified as in the Caterit Implementation Diagram
a) See page 30-33 (O'Reilly) for instructions.  All relationships MUST have Referential Integrity set and NONE of the relationships will Cascade Deletes or Updates.

b) Add all of your tables to the Relationship Window.

c) Create a Relationship by clicking and dragging the primary key of the table on the “One” side of the relationship to the corresponding foreign key.  You  will see a window like this:
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d) Repeat for all relationships

4) Link the tables from CaterDB.mdb into the provided Front-end database: CaterIt1.mdb
a) Open CaterIt1.mdb.  It is an empty database.  Click on the Tables tab.  

b) Go to File > Get External Data > Link Tables...
c) Find the database: CaterItDB.mdb

d) Select All the tables and click OK.


e) Your tables are now linked.
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