Problem: When you make a MSAccess database multi-user by splitting it into a Front End (FE) and Back End (BE), the question arises - "Where do you put them?"  The BE is obvious - on the server so all users can get at it.  The FE however can either be left on the server, or placed on the client PC's.

I've found that leaving the FE on the Server and simply sending your users shortcuts works OK - most of the time - if the number of concurrent users is low and you don't have any fancy code.  It has the distinct advantage of easy updating of the FE.  Disadvantages are slower operation and opening of forms as everything goes across the network.  Also, everyone has to be logged off the FE before you can update it to a later version, plus you must call it the same name or all them shortcuts won't work anymore.

Placing the FE on the client PC's makes for faster operation and allows for all sorts of code.  Disadvantages become apparent when you want to update the FE as you have to trudge around all the PC's and load a new FE.  (OK if you like chatting :)).

A compromise I've developed for work is a good old MSDOS batch file.  In this scenario you leave the FE and the batch file on the server.  You only send the users a shortcut to run the batch file on the server.  When they run the batch file it checks if the latest version of your FE is on the PC. If it is then it runs it.  If it isn't then it downloads it from the server to the PC and then runs it.

Before it copies your FE to the PC, it creates a sub directory first on the PC and deletes any old versions of your FE.  You get to assign these names in the batch file

Then, as time passes, the inevitable update of the FE is required.  All you need do is place your new version of the FE on the server with a different name (eg FE_V2.mdb) and update one line in the batch file.  The next time your users try to start your database then the batch file automatically updates their copy of the FE!  All done in seconds!

The batch file is quite small and is attached and is fully Rem'd.  Print it out and READ THE REM STATEMENTS, PARTICULARLY WHERE IT INVOLVES DELETING STUFF.  There is a potential for the clumsy to delete all files off the local PC's hard drive.

To read or edit it just use Notepad or any text editor.  Its not hard.

A few tips if you have trouble:

- If you want to temporarily prevent the auto deletion part working, rem out the line near the end of the file that reads "if not exist %LOCDIR%\%PGRM% del %LOCDIR%\%LOCDEL%".  (I feel this is a wise precaution until you get the rest of it working!) - avoid having spaces in the FE file and the local directory name.  Use underscores.

- Try shortening file names to a max of 8 characters or use their MSDOS names which you can get from Properties (eg NEWTEX~1.MDB) - Rem out "Echo Off" at the start of the batch file and "Cls" at the end so that you can see what is going on when the batch file runs.

- To temporarily halt the batch file anywhere so you can read what's happening, just enter a line that says "Pause".

- When you have it all working, create a shortcut for the batch file.  Note that it has quite a few extra property settings to make it a bit flasher. You can even give it a meaningful icon.

A couple of my FE's are secured with Access security but are read only.  So users have to enter a User name at the access prompt but no password.  This too can be automated.  For eg if the User word is FRED with a blank password, then just change the last line to read  START /MAX %MSACC% %WKGRP% %LOCDIR%\%PGRM% /User FRED  (Note the space before and after /User).  Have a look at Access Help to see what other commands you can add to the command line.

The file I'm sending works OK on Windows 98 and should work OK on NT 4. Just be aware that there are differences between the "DOS" commands on NT and W98.

Regards,

Keith Harvey

