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Introduction

This VB6 Utility program has been designed for use on computers in a Local Area Network system and is used to update Microsoft Access database front-end files with new versions which have been supplied by the database developer.

The small utility program is installed on each PC which has a database front-end file. When a new version of the front-end file is available it is copied to a specific folder on the Server PC by the developer and then, when each database user next runs the database program, the new version is copied to his/her PC and run automatically. A back up copy of the previous version can also be kept on the local PC, if required.

Installation

The installation procedure is very simple. First create a folder on the Server PC (i.e. the computer that all the local computers have access to and is normally the PC which holds the back-end file) and call it ‘FE Updater’ (or whatever is appropriate). Copy the latest version of the database front-end file into this folder. Make sure that the database users do not change, delete or move the file in this folder, only the database developer should make any changes to the file in this folder.

Now copy the supplied FE Updater.exe program file to each PC that is using the database and ensure that it is copied into the same folder as the database front-end file. When the user wants to run their database they will need to run the FE Updater.exe program instead of the database front-end file. If the users normally run the database from a short cut icon on the desk-top then you will need to change the short cut path so that it runs the FE Updater.exe program instead.

Note that if you are using an Operating System other than Windows XP or Windows Vista you may need to also install the VB6 run time program. See this Web site for further information :-    http://support.microsoft.com/kb/290887/en-us
Initial Setting Up

When you have the latest front-end file saved in the FE Updater folder on the Server PC and the FE Updater.exe program on each local PC you can set up the utility .ini file. This procedure only needs to be done once for each PC.

Go to each local PC in turn and run the FE Updater.exe program from the desk-top short cut (or whatever method you use), the standard File Selector dialog (shown below) will be displayed on screen. Click the My Network Places icon, locate the front-end database file that is stored in the FE Updater folder on the Server PC and click the Open button.

Note: The files shown initially will be of the type :- .mdb, .mde, .accdb and .accde, if you should need to show any other types of files then you can change the Files of type: drop down box to show all files.
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If you click the Cancel button the utility will exit.

When you click the Open button the File Selector dialog form will be removed and the dialog box shown below will be displayed.
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Select Yes if you want make a back-up copy each time a new version is copied to your PC or No if not. See the  Back Up Options section below for more information on back up the files.

When you click the Yes or No button, the front-end file stored on the Server PC will then be copied to the local PC, the message shown below will be displayed during the copy operation. Once the file has been copied to the local PC, the database program will be run automatically. If a copy of the front-end file already exists in the local folder, it will be overwritten by the new version from the Server folder.
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The FE Updater.exe program will automatically create a small .ini file named FE Updater.ini which is saved to the same folder. This text file holds the back-up option setting, the date and time that the front-end file was last modified and the path and filename of the front-end file stored on the server. 

That is all that needs to be done for the setting up. 

FE Update Operation

When the system has been set up the update operation works like this. The developer will create a new version of the front-end file and when it is ready to be deployed to the users he/she will just copy it to the FE Updater folder on the Server PC to overwrite the current version (it would probably be sensible to also make a back-up copy of the current version just in case of any problems with the new version).

The next time each user runs their database program (via the FE Updater.exe program) the updater program compares the ‘last modified’ date stored in the FE Updater.ini file with the ‘last modified’ date of the file on the Server PC and if the file on the Server has a later date than the local saved date, then the file on the Server is copied to the local folder and then run as normal. If the two dates are the same (i.e. no new version is available) then the local front-end database file is run automatically.

Back Up Options

During the initial set up you can set the Back Up option to Yes or No. If you choose No then the current version of the front-end file is overwritten by the new version when it is available and no back-up copy is made.

If you choose Yes then, when a newer version is available, the name of the current database file on the local PC is prefixed with “OLD_” and the new version is then copied to the local folder as normal. For example, if your database front-end file is called “My Database.mde” it will be renamed to “OLD_My Database.mde”. This means that there will be two files in the local folder after each update.

If, after an update, the new version is found to be faulty and the user wants to revert to the back-up copy it is just a matter of deleting the newer version and renaming the local back up copy to the same as the original name. The database can then be run, as normal, until a new valid version is saved to the Server PC folder.

If you need to change the Back Up option setting in the FE Updater.ini file after the file has been created there are two methods that can be used.

1. Delete the FE Updater.ini file and run the FE Updater.exe program again. Set the path and filename to the Server PC again and select the back-up option, as required.

2. Open the FE Updater.ini file using Notepad and change the back-up setting. This is stored as ‘BACKUP’ in the first six characters of the text file to enable the facility or any other characters to disable it. If you want to disable the option just change the text to ‘BACKNO’ (or anything other than ‘BACKUP’). Save the file and exit.

Error Messages and Error Conditions

If the FE Updater.exe program finds any error conditions during the operation an error message may be shown or certain actions will be taken, as follows :-

1. If the program cannot find the front-end file on the Server PC when the program is run, an error message will be displayed showing the faulty path and filename. When the user clicks the OK button the program will then run the local database front-end file (if it exists). The user should then establish why the file is not present on the Server.

2. If the front-end file on the Server PC has a ‘last modified’ date which is earlier than the date stored in the FE Updater.ini file an error message will be displayed. When the user clicks the OK button the program will run the local front-end file, as normal. In practice, of course, this should never happen.

3. If there is no front-end file in the local folder when the user tries to run the database from the short cut icon, the FE Updater.exe program will copy the file from the Server PC and then run the database program, as normal.

4. If the FE Updater.exe program cannot find the FE Updater.ini file in the local folder when the program is run, it will start up the initialisation procedure as described earlier.

Contact

If any bugs are found in this utility please let me know.

I don’t intend to add any other facilities since the program does just what I want it to do. However, if you want to add any new features for your own use and you have VB6 I will be happy to send the source code so that you can make your own changes.

Contact me at pdh_software@btinternet.com
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