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Introduction

This program has been designed to enter information FAST!  … so the scouts participating in the derby don't have to wait a long time for us adults to key in the times and figure out who the winners are! 

When you first open Pinewood.mdb (Access 2000 format – if you need a different version, email me), you will be at the screen where you can enter times and view reports.   This is the Times screen.  Before the big day, use the sample data to get familiar with the program.
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If a car needs to race again and you enter a duplicate car number, Access will give you an opportunity to mark the previous record as Ignored and copy the timings if you wish so they can be edited.  Currently, averages are only done on times in the same record.  Ignored records will not be displayed on the Winner reports.
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If you click NO, the previous times will not be copied, but the previous record will be marked to Ignore and you may enter new times.
If you click CANCEL, the new record will be undone.

If you click YES, the previous times will be copied and you can edit them.  The previous record will be marked to Ignore.
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The Time Report

The Time Report has three different versions:

1. You may choose a Division (from a list of all the divisions that you have entered) to limit report to just one division

[image: image4.png]Division

wolf
Adult
Sibling





2.
You may check All Scouts to see all the scouts in the event

[image: image5.png]A

Scout




3.
Leave Division empty and All Scouts unchecked to see an Overall report of everybody
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The Time Report is sorted by the fastest average time.  Here is an example of the Overall report:
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The title of the report  is the current year year and then "Pinewood Derby", which enables any pack to use this program and for it to change each year.

If you had chosen a Division in the combobox on the Times form, the report will be limited to that division.
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Entering Data

Practice using this program before the day of the Pinewood Derby.  There is sample data to make this easier.  If you have data from a previous year, or there is sample data, there is a button you can use to clear it.
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	Before you enter the data for your Pinewood Derby race, you will want to delete the sample data that is there.  In the lower right, you will see a button to do this.  There is no undo for this action.  If you have already entered your pack data, BACKUP YOUR DATABASE BEFORE YOU DO THIS -- it is irreversible.  
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	If you want the sample data back again, click this button. This makes it easy for someone else to learn the program.  You will be asked to confirm if this is really what you want.  


These buttons will not be visible unless you check Admin? In the form footer
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Before you clear data from a previous year:

1. close the database and back it up.  Change the backup filename to reflect what year the data is for, ie: Pinewood_2007.mdb
2. open the database and choose ( Tools, Database Utilties, Compact/Repair database

3. now you are ready to enter data for this year!

Entering Cars

After you delete the sample data, the first thing you will want to do is Enter Cars.  Click the button at the top of the screen.  
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  This takes you to the following form:
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New data is always entered at the bottom of the list.  Scroll down to see a blank line at the end.  

When you start typing in a new record, Access will automatically create another blank row at the bottom for the next new data.  You can also click [image: image15.bmp] to Add or [image: image16.bmp] to Delete a record.

Choose a car number (this is not assigned automatically, which gives you more control).  You must, however, only use digits.  Numbers do not need to be in order but they do have to be unique.
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 to move backwards.

Then enter the Name and [image: image20.wmf]Tab    
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 to the Division.  You can create the divisions as you enter data or you can create them beforehand by clicking on [image: image21.png]Div Form



.  You can choose anything you want.  Each time you create a new division, it will be available to choose from if you just want to pick from the list.

If you wish to change the way a division is spelled, or whether or not it is a Scout division, or to add/delete Divisions, click on 'Div Form'  [image: image22.png][pIEILTY Div Form



.

Once the division is filled out, the system will look up if it is a scout division and check or uncheck the box for you.  Any scouts will be on the All Scout report.  All contestants will be on the Overall report.  

The last field is a text box to if you wish to fill out a Den Number.  This is not required or currently used.  
Note the asterisk (*) in the gray record selector box to the left of the line.  This indicates a new record and will always be the last line.  
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	As you start writing data, the asterisk will change to a pencil, indicating there is data that needs to be saved.
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	Once Access writes the changes to disk, which happens automatically when you move off the record, the current record will be indicated with a black triangle in this area.




When you are done entering cars, click the [image: image26.png]CLOSE




 button at the top to go back to the Times form.
Division Form

You can open the division form by clicking on [image: image27.png]Div Form



  at the top of the Cars form.
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The default for new divisions is a Scout division.  If you are creating a division that is NOT a Scout division, uncheck the box.

Deleting Records

If you wish to delete a record, simply click in the record selector area 
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 and press the [image: image30.wmf]Delete

 button on your keyboard.  Alternately, you can click [image: image31.bmp] in the form header.
Entering Times

Just as when you were entering cars, move to the bottom of the list to enter times.  Access deonotes a New Record with *
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First is Race Number, then Car Number.  Once you choose the car number, the Division and Contestant name will be displayed automatically from the Car registration information.
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	As you enter the times, an average will be calculated from the non-zero numbers .




Converting Names and Divisions to Proper Case

In the footer of the Cars and Divisions form, you will see:
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If this is checked, then when you enter Contestant names or Divisions, they will be converted to upper case.  For example:

papa bear ( Papa Bear

MAMA BEAR ( Mama Bear

You will want to uncheck this setting when you have a name such as McDonald.

About the Pinewood Derby program

This program was written in Microsoft Access by Crystal in 2002 and updated in 2008.  
Thank you, Microsoft, for making this available for everyone <smile>
To learn more about using Access, read Access Basics by Crystal
http://www.accessmvp.com/strive4peace

8-part free tutorial that covers essentials in Access
I would love to hear about your Pinewood Derby and whether or not this program was a benefit to you.  If you modify this code to, for instance, work with electronic track timers, please tell me – they weren't available to test with when I wrote the program.
Good luck with your derby and have fun – Crystal   strive4peace2008@yahoo.com
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