Class Information Database 

Introduction:

It is difficult to represent a dynamic process such as database design in a static medium like print.  However, this tutorial is my attempt to do just that.  It is based on the book: Database Design for Mere Mortals: A Hands-On Guide to Relational Database Design By Michael J. Hernandez.  This is one of the best books on database design in existence.  
Unfortunately, Hernandez goes into such great detail that at times the overall picture is lost. I am using a modified version of the process, which is included in the Zip file.  It outlines the major steps in the process.  Nevertheless you should read this book in its entirety.  My shortened version should not be use in place of reading the book.  It is meant only as an adjunct to it.

The Problem starts out with a written narrative, outlining the problem.  Unfortunately, this is already well into the process.  Hernandez gives excellent advice on interviewing customers to extract this information.  I am not going to try to reproduce it here.
In addition to this document, you will also find four others in the ZIP file: 

1. The Hernandez Process In A Nutshell:  Use this after reading the book to remember the major steps in the process.

2. ClassInfoProblem:  This document describes the problem and has the blank templates to complete the Hernandez process.  Use this as a worksheet to follow and complete the Hernandez process.

3. ClassInfoProcess.doc: This document has the steps in the Hernandez process spelled out and the templates filled in to match.  Use this document in case you get stuck in the process.  Try not to look ahead

4. ClassInfoSolution.doc: This document is the completed solution without all of the in-between steps.

I hope this tutorial is of some assistance to you in your quest to learn more about database design.

--Roger Carlson

  www.rogersaccesslibrary.com































































































































